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Tfaac Penning 


CONCERNING 


| Liberty of Conſcience, and 
|{ Church-Government, 
ALSO 


EdwardBurrough 


 Uiſion of the Flock, 


Needfull to. be ſeriouſly conſidered of by You, 
(aled QUAKERS) 

among whom it is plainly fulfilled, and proved a 

true Viſion,and not a Dream of his own making. 
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Js Lerd ſaid, 1 have ſurcly ſeen the Aflilion of my People, and have beard 
their Cry, by reaſon of ther Takmoftert, rw) 7 ps to deliver 
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Jſaac Pennington's Teſtimony, &Cc. 
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HE great Work of the Miniſters of Chriſt, is to keep 
the Conſcience open to Chriſt, and to preſerve men 
from receiving any Truth of Chrilt, as from them, 
further than the Spirit opens 3 or to imitate any of 
their pratices further than the Spirit leads or per- 
ſwades them. For perſons are exceeding prone to 
receive things as Truths from thoſe they have an 

'high opinion of, and to imitate their practices, and fo hurt their own 

(powth, and etidanger their Souls: for if I receive a Truth before the 

'Lord make it manifeſt to me, I loſe my Guide, and follow but the coun 

{1 of the fleſh 3 whichis exceeding greedy of receiving Truths, and run» 

'hing into Religious Practices without the Spirit. erefore the main 

'thing in Religion is to keep the Conſcience pure to the Lord, toreceive 

from Him that Light whereby I atn to walk; and not-take things for 

fTruths, becauſe others ſee them to be Truths, but wait until the Spirit 

' manifeſt them to me :, nor to run into Workhips or Practices, becaule o- 

'thers arc led thither, but to wait until the Spirit lead me thither. He 

'that makes haſie to be rich (even in Religion) running into Knowledg, 

'into Worſhips and Performances, before he feel a true and clear guidance, 

* ſhall not be innocent, neither will the Lord hold him guiltleſs when he 

* comes to vilit for Tpiritual Adultery and Kdolatry., The Apoſiles wete 

*exceeding terider in this caſe: for though they certainly and infallibly 

*knew what was to be belicved, yet they were not Lords over Men's 

'Faith, but waited, till he who is Lord of the Faith, would. open the 

* way into Mens Conſciences: They did not take on them to be able to 

"turn the-Key to let in Truth and Conyiction into Men's Spirits 3 ( as 

'Men in theſe days have been too apt to undertake) but direed them to 

*Aim who had the Key, there to wait for the Conviction and Illumina« 
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. "tion of their Minds, and fo to receive in as they found Him give forth to 


"them, | Th n 

*Let every Man (aith the Apolile), be fully perſwaded in bis own mind. 

'Take heed of recetving too ſoon, take heed of running into. practices 

"top ſoon, and doing what you ſee othgss:; do, but wait for your own 
| A 2 _ particular 


© particular guidance, and a full perſwafion from God what is his Will 
© concerning you.” 'Fhough F know this to bea Fruth, yet do not- you 
© receive it- till God make it manifeſt to-you 5- receive Truth from His 
© Hand, ſtay till he give it you- Indeed the main matter in Religion, is, 
© to keep out the. wrong'part, the forward part, from running into Dy- 
© ties, *atching of Openings, ec. and to feet the Heit born of the immor. 
©tal Seed, to whom all belongs, and that the other Birth never after- 
© wards pet above Him, but be ſubdued and brought into ſubjeRion. 


© © Apain, {ich the Apofile, take beed of doing any thing doubtingly, be not 


forward nor haſty, wait for the leadings of the Spiritz beſure.what thou 


© dot receive or pratife that it be in Faith, for what ever is not &, is Sin, 


* being an error from the principle of Life,which is to guide. And fo the 


* Apoſtle warns Believers to take heed of drawing. one another: on too. 


* aft, or judging one another in fuch things as ſome might have light in, 
* and others not; as cating, or not eating :* Alſo in matters of Worſhip, 


© he that keeps a Day, or obſerves a- Sabbath, or not keeps a Day, or not. 


© obſerves a Sabbath, not to judg or condemn one another. For the Fewy 

© which were truly converted; were hard'to be drawn off the obſerving 

* their Sabbath, and could hardly bear with the believing Gentiles, who 

© obſerved not their Sabbath; but efteemed- every Day fanRified to the 

©Lord and thoſe who eſteemed every Day dedicated'to the Eord' ( ceaſ- 

ng from Sin, and refting'to Him under the Goſpel, were not to ſet up 

**2 new Type, biit enter by Faith into the true Reſt, wherein is the ſub- 

*ftance of what the other ſignified) could: hardly bear with them who. 

© obſerved a Day: Even in the Apoſtles days Chriſtians were too apt to 

© firive after a wrong Unity and:Conformity in outward praftices, and 

*unrighteouſly judge one another in thoſe things. * It is not the different 

©practice from one another that breaks the Peace and Unity, but the 

©Judging one another becauſe of them: for he that keeps not a Day, 

©may unite in the fame Spirit, Eife, and Love with him that keeps 4 

© Day, ahd' he who Keeps a Day may unite in Heart and Soul with. 

©the ſame Spirit of Life in him'who keeps not a Day 3 but he that 

judges the: other becauſe of either of thete, errs from the Spirit, Life 

© and Love, 'and fo breaks'the bond of Unity. And he that draws an- 

Fother to any practice; before the Life in his own particular Izads him, 

© does as'much as in him lies to deftroy the Soul of that perſon. This 
* was the Apoltles Rule, for every one to perform ſingly to the Lord what 
*he did, and not to meddle: with the Light or Conſcience of another, 
*(undervaluing or judging his Brother becauſe his Tight or practice differs 
© from his) but every one to keep cloſe to their own meaſtre of Light, 
*2nd proportion of Faith and Knowledge God hath in Mercy bellpin on 
| em 3. 
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/ e<h&m 5 and here is the trug Uni y in; the Spirit and inward _ Life, 


t 3nd not in outward Uniformity, that was not neceſſary then, neither 
tis itnow : and the Eye which ſo dotes on it, over-looks the one thing 
© neciſſary. Men keeping cloſe to God, he will lead them, and give 
: theto hehe faſt enough 3 for he takes care of ſuch, and knows what 
© light and prafices are moſt proper for them: bur for men to walk 
& fatter than the Lord holds forth light, this overturns them, and 
© brings up a wrong thing. and the true Birth comes to ſuffer, and to 
© be driven back. O how ſweet and pleaſant is it to the ſpiritual 
© Eye, to ſee ſeveral forts and forms of Chriſtians in Chrilt's School, 
* every one learning their own Letfſon,and, performing their own' pecu- 
© liar Service, and knowing, owning and loving one another in their 
* ſeveral places and different performances' to their Maſter, to whom 
* they multi give account, and not quarrel with one another about 
* rhcir different practices ! For this is the true ground of Love and 
© Unity 3 not that ſuch a Man walks and does jult as I do,but becauſe 
<1 feel the ſame Spirit of Life in him, and that he walks in his or- 
© der and proper way and place of ſubjeRion. to that. This is more 
* plealing to me than it he walked juſt in the track I walk. Nay, fo 
© far as | am ſpiritual, I cannot ſo much as defire he ſhould do fo, till 
© he be particularly led thereto by the fame Spirit that led me.. And 
the that knows what it is to receive any Truths, to be led into any 
© practice by the Spirit, and how prone the fleſhly part is-to niake 
* haſte, and how dangerous that halte js, will not be forward to preſs 
© his praCtices on others, but wait patiently until the Lord fit them 
© for the recciving thereof 3 and fear lelt they ſhould receive and 
©praQiſe too ſoon cven in that part that can- 63 : 

* not ſerve the Lord. And this I can truly yan —_— er 
© ſay for my ſelf, I never faund wy Spirit for- | -,,., Ws alot © og 
© ward to draw any, cither to any thing T Quakers Challenge, p. 3.” 
© believed to be true, or to any practice or way 

*of Worſhip I obſerved or walked in 3 but defired the power and 
fleadings of Life might go before them, and was afraid leſt Men 
©ſhould receive things from my hand, and not from the Lord's. Yea 

* when 1 walked in the way of Independency ( fo called) I had more 
*unity with, and love towards ſuch as were fingle-bearted in other 

© ways of Worſhip*, (whoſe Spirits I had fome fecling of in the true 

© fimplicity and life) than with ſuch who were knowing and zealous 
*in that way of Independency, in whom a wrong thing had got up, 
9ndccaufed them to ſwerve from the life and ſimplicity. 


© 2rfore The Conleſeper muſt be kept tender, that nothing be re- 
© celved bit according to its light, and according to its growth and 


«a3 S4&++z+ 


© either by Arguments of Wiſdom, or by Force 3 but the property of the 
tre Chitch 3s t6 Teave the Conſcience 2 its full liberty in the Lord, 
© png ſweetly and Panini together in the midſt of differing frag 


- ©If thou beeſt a-Chriſiian indeed, preſerve thy Conſcience pure and 
© tender towards Gb, do not defile 1t with ſuch Regions racices 
| or all ſuch are 


* Conſcience, and.be nc | 

© which the | rd leads him no. into, but rejoice it thou find him in 

£ bopheny þ | artle at.any, thing : f6r if he here abide faithful, 
Rp: wil ole fx aþpear unto him For the Jews erred 3 

« © 26d the Chiitieas in name. all along the Apolta 

WF. .. have not they, | 

* mong "+24 W wie Lute hath been; tounlhed and preſerved, not by 

Dofjnes 3nd bler zhloms zangbt by the Preceprs of Men, nor ga- 

herd Rnowledgh, but by a ltle Bread banded to th 

<Fatherof Merdis SANE 
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Uniformity 


*Pnifprmi is gogd tobe defired; but to. frive tolvin 

? Klhly Yoidaropitk = enſnares 3nd aver-bears the tender W 
i, fi 
' 


" ſciences, is not iftian, The Apaſile, - wha chores to 
FI pc Mind, Fre agk 1OTKEE.ONE another to one Mind, but bids 


© walk; ot ae ney P ob they ha 3trainsd, 3nd wherein they 
* wereotherwile minded, God in bis-dye time would reveal more to 
* them. The Intent a Work of the Miniſtry, is to bring into the 
* Unity 35 Perfans axcable to follow, and not to force all Men into one 
" Praggice of ys that's the way.to-deſtroy Faich, and at the bed 
* can introduce ta Fle{bly appezrance of Unity, into ſuch a form of 
* Godlineſs a5 cats out the, Power... The way is one, Chriſt the Truth 
*of God, and he that is in the Faith and Obedience to the Light,hath 
* a taſte of the one Way, and knoweth that no variety of Practices 
*(whichijs ot God) cap make a Breach in the true Unity. This is-the 
* one Way for eyexy one to be ſubject to the Light of Chriſt's Spigit, 
* which he hath received from Chriſt, and keeping here, there is one 
* Heat kept jn the midſt of all vazicty and diycrſicy of Praftifcs. . 
Thus fas Iſaac .Peyningson. . 
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Edward Burrongh his Vifion, 224 of 
the 8th Month, 1661. 


*F Saw 2 great Ficld or Common, where many Beags.were feeding, 
* & among which were a great Flock of Sheep 3 many goodly Sheep, 
* and ſame very weak and {cabby, but all fed together, and did not 
f hurt one another, nor deſpiſe oge another. Night was near, and the 
* Shenherd.came. to gather bis Flock into.2-Fold, ' and ftayd by.it bim-. 
*{elf,. and ſent bis Dogs, and did make them gather his Flock, ' and - 
tthey wentround the Flack; but ſome Sheep men feeding:abqutgnd 
* forge fed by the Way, and did not go {0 fait 4s the reſt, :and fome of 
* the Dags which weze young and not well acquainted with their Ma- 


\ Manner and Culigm, .did wn from. .the Flack.yith: fiercencls 
Fe peace. Ons Tang and "rg th Grier 
away: + Sheep did mot underfiand : Ne. » WQU | 


| xelt of the Flock, but were 3. -þut 
: Rill che Dogs Aid purlue theſe Wow and bit. ſome ; But 7 "m_ 
* of. 


"ef the Bog that were waltace 
Son 4h 21:14847 GRANT © citheriag his Flock, did wiſely go behind 
Some ſuch ebrie be new;but'" © ze Sheep, and did drive thera gently 4- 
et dart Jeperane Spins" '*3gng, without hunting ther, ot wearying 
*of themſelves; ſo wheti they bad gatheted the Flock: rogethet,” rhe 
©Shepherd put them into the Fold,but there were many Gbats among 
* chem which did puſh with their Horns againſt the Sheep, and put 
© many, of them by the Door,but the Shepherd gathered them into the 
© Fold, and mide faſt the Door, 'and went to ſeek thoſe Sheep which 
© did not_come with the Flock: but the Goats were troubleſome, 
© nd hutt the Sheep, but He would not ſeparate them until He had 
© the other alſo: And ſome of them were hing very Lame, 
© for the Dogs had hurt and wearied them, and ſome were 
* feeding under green Hedges but the Shepherd took the Lame Sheep 
© and carryed them on his Back, and drove the other before Him, and 
* brought them to the reſt of the Flock. But the Sheep that were 
©Lame He put in a place alone, and did dreſs their Wounds, and an- 
© nointed their Feet with an Oyl that He had,that did perfedly cure all 
their Diſcaſes3 for He ſpared no Pains,but was willing to hurt Him- 
« ſelf rather than them, for his _ Ointment was mixed_with his own 
© Blood. And when He had cured them, He put them all together, 
* and putthe Goats frami gtnong.therh, and then 8K they reſt in per- 
© fe& Peace, for there was nothing to make them afraid among them, 
© but did all feed innocently together, and his Care was over.them all 
* alike as they had need : and he took their Fleeces as every 'one had, 
Fs SD: it © for ſome had much better than others; but 
"* Bur mbw 1+ feaM of raking © © thoſe which had the great” white foft 
bt hat Weolb-ro c3vtr the 4 -""'© Fleeces, did not defpile- them' which had 
hed, put laps righefxt $44% - < little courſe ones, for they were both pro- 
over them, that. wo Wook ap- __. panic, ; | 
"pearnthat the the flock, .* fitable to Him: and ſome of the Sheep had 
inhy fl vYheat. © ©dlImoſtno Wool at all on them, and:them 
bas 519 #d 19011 7-4 geirhier did He deſpiſe, for the Briars and 
rp ar 4 off from-them,” when the unlearned Dbgs did 
mtrom' the Fold; *but when Wintcr came, He took of the 


orfiexand put on them, 'and theother Sheep were not 
t [% iefitr* was there any" ctvy ir} their Herts, 
: EP of dnt 8:26 cover? por 

216 that they were dl preferved from the Ci 
POW Sale ry ee ene 
© herd wot have beaterrthe Dogs, but He did not hart them, ' only 
$3 © put 


" : 


©. 


uainred with chef Maſters manntr of © 


"< put them in a Strings nd led ther with Him, - for he 


| | | yams 

© inftruct them! better: bur ſome-of them would not be led, but were 
Cvery\ fooliſh, and did not underſtand His LP EALLLELRY 
hndaide :* but:them He took home, and-- Pour gg tag pr A 
* would have kept them at home, but they *"rherefory ever ſince for mear 
* would not ſlay, but be always barking a- 29 y*«7-9 of therr own cm 
* broad at the Lambs, to frighten them out T0 L - ob we ho _ 
© of chejr Paltures;apd ſore of theDogs were 4 
f ready to devour thern, for there-was ſomething of the nature of the 
© Woolf in them. And I greatly wondred at His care over bis Sheep, alſo 
© bis Mercy to the unruly Dogs and He ſaid, Thiz will I do,and much more for 
* my Sheep and my Lambs, for I know they have none ta belp them but my 
© Self and I will not ſend any more after them, but o my Self, and carry 
*them on. my Shoulders, ar:d thy Blood will ſufficiently heal' them, 
$ and my Garment cover them,. 3/2 Vo) 5: 35th | 

© Friends, I amt conſtrained to warn you all,: that you may forbear judging 
any Man any more upon any pretence whatſoever, but commit all Judg- 
* ment to the Son. Wo was upon him who hath taken on him to fit on 
© my Seat of Judgment,and hath not judged righteouſly, for the ſame 
© meaſure he meteth, ſhall be met to him again. © Whomfoever I find 
*on my Seat: of Judgment when I come, it he be not, as I am (Holy, 
* Juſt, and Merciful, without any mixture) him will I deſtroy. 

© Let all Unrighteouſneſs be far from you 3 for whoſoever I find in 
*Envy, the ſame Envy ſhall be his Torment, or Covetous, or Proud, 
*or any unclean Mind, that ſame ſhall be their Cloathing, and they 
-ſhall Rand behind me, having no other Garment but their 
*own Filthineſs 3 for whatſoever ſhall be any ones work here, that 
*ſhall be his Covering when I appear. Thercfore all mind your own 
*Souls, let nothing but what is like the fame Holineſs, Righteouſnefs, 
* Mercy and Love without reſpe& of Perſons, in any wiſe appear,and 
"let Covetouſneſs be far from) you, and be as He was in the World, 
"that you may be like Him in+ his Glory 3 for you cannot þe like Him 
'inhis Glow, further thanyou a&ix+his Nature of Holineſs ; There 
fore oaſis your Hearts,and'Tetho Spark of the old Nature abide 
* there fort! there be, it will dye you to look at others,and in that 
*time it will gather Strength, and kindle a great Fire in you, which 
*s not caſily put out, whigh many know. | 


©This the Father requirethof'you, that his own Spirit in you which 
*hath begotten you, may be the Root and moving Caufe of all your 
' Works and Words,and herein you will receive acceptance with Him, 

B and 


£0 


Kr S:* ; 


26d Peace and Righteouſnels, and ovidlatiog Joy by Him obnting- 
« ally +- andithtis is the Inheritance into whidhyou- were begotten Heirs 


« to poſſels forever... And abÞes G. F.. to T. G. ſignified, That: be was. 


 moved-to-ſet-upPomen's Meatings, that all might be-in be Power of the 
Lords. Chriltian: Quaker; Part 1; p. 67. 
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George.” Biſhop againſt a Paper of Orders (1666) which was 
y 


ſubſeribed by Eleven o 


GW: F.W. T.G. T.B. 4.P.. }.C. RF. T.-L $.C. 
J-M. FP. : | : 


Lp the Apoliles days were Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, ec. but in this 
© 2 day the Spirit it ſelf is the Paſtor, Teacher;Elder; &ec. So that ifthe 
* Spixit move any: to Declare or Speak;that is the Apottle, Teacher, El- 
©der, Or, So that we have not now things in the difpoſnion of Per- 
© ſons, nor according to Perſons, but in, or according to that power 
© which moyes in every one, Which being kept to,, preſerves out of 
* the-Apoliacy ; So 1 know no Paſtor, Teacher,. Elder, &vc.- but-as 1 
© find moving in any,'to any of theſe things; for-that is che Elder;the 
© Apoſtle, Teacher,es. and that which would be otherwiſe than this; 
© Jeads into-the Apoſiacy, and will ſeck.to bring dark-night in again, 
© and (o. will place the Thing tothe Perſon, and not the Perſon to the 
© Thing... And for my parts: if.that day. ſhould prevail, or thoſe things 
©which.Your PAPER ſeems. to-hold forth and -enforce, I have no 0- 
© cher Expc@atiop, but that the ſame exerciſe we ſhall receive ar your 
© hands,- as-we xeceived at. the hands, of thoſe who would: have held 
* usin-Captivity in the day that: the Lord firk viſited us. | 

© The Sced.is come, and-the Heir in many, who is not to be under: 
© Tutors and Goyernours, which: muli not be limiced 3 to turn-unto 
* which: or-for the good of whichthe. Minifiry was ſent,and in which 
*it is.to. end, .it-being the cad of the Miniſtry unto which its Crown'is 
© to, be laid down, as.to that which is; worthy 3 - and- this :is no dero- 
* gation.to the Miniſtry... Now4or You, becauſe You-have miniltred, 
© and the Preſence of ;the Lord hath been with You for the good of 
* thoſe that are to be Heirs of Salvation, to think toſcttle Your elves 
© in the placeot the Heir, and to enforce Your Orders, as inlicad, or 
* over that 3 thisis:not to.allow that the-' Seed- is; Come, .-or that it 
* is of age to abide in theHquſe for ever, .. You-muſt not think, . that 
©*becauſe.the Lord hath wrought by. You, that. therefore; He: will.oot 


oe work 


our Mmiſters; -(viz.') 
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Cn) 
< work otherwife. This is the'Error into which all have fallen that 
© are [turned from! the Truth. - Therefore ſeek not to undervalue that 
* to which you were-ſent . to, miniſter 3 nox, endeavour to, keep under 
. Ef © the Seed, for that will Break Tow to Pieces, - The Revelation of God 
*is to His Seed, and His Secrets he reveals to it, for which He made the 
© World, and for whoſe ſake it is continued, z . and now the Seed is 
f raiſed to reign over all, which will Caft Tox out, and the Parable. of 
; BN ©the Husband-man will be fulfilled: upgn You. ,.It is my Love that 
fl © gives me this plainnels of Speech, for I am Jealous of every thing 
Ef ©that may.bring dark Night over again, or that may hinder Your 
« © Work, or loſe your Reward with the Lord 3 for the Son muſt abide 
| {in the Houſe for eyer, but not the Servant 3 therefore take heed 
I © how You ſet up your Laws and Conftitutions oyer His Dominion, 
s WW *or how you take upon. You to make Laws to His Dominion, who 
& Ill © lives for ever. \Many have attempted it, and have been; Broken ts 


- Wl © pieces : and if 'You do the fame, the ſame will be Your Portion from 
- I © the Hand of the Loxd. G. B. 

t 

f Theſe foregaing ave not tranſcribed at large, but abridg'd for Brenity, but 
I iN the Sence aud Swbſtance of the whole is included. , 

c | 

s, _ 

l, 

| FRIENDS, 

py He preceding Papers are' ſuch weighty Truths and found Do- 
” Qrines, that being kept to, the Enemy had no Opportunity te 


a Wl enter by Diviſions, and judging one another 3 but ſome of late have 
Id ated far contrary, and haye endeavoured to promote Government 
and Orders, even to. the compelling others before Convincement 3 

- W which hath occafion'd much Hurt. Therefore theſe are commended 
'0 WF to you, that you may (ce how the Antient Teſtimony was, which 
': Wl reached to the Conſciences of many 3 for indeed who could withſtand 
5 Wl the force of theſe Truths? But now your Cuſtomes, Forms, and 
0” Preſcriptions are ſet up inſtezd thereof, which, like Fones's .Gourd, 
d, might for a ſeaſon be Satisfaction to you 3 but when taken away, 


oc il 10 ought nat to be angry thereat, 
7 W It is not fo material of which Tribe you are of; for Fobn ſaw of 


1440CO that were ſealed, as many of one Tribe as another, and a 
numberleſs Number belides. Therefore it is not what Family ar 


People you belong to, as a Body, that will adyaniaye any 3 but tis 
B 2 the 


—- 


df * 
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the' $641 in-the Forcheed that ſhe 
and the'Beafts Mark;are' defetibed in Scripture 3 with the Light every 
one thay Tee which they bear, and who they belong to. Grapes grow 


not /on' Thorns; no” outward Form or Prafice can give Admittance' 


ro:the Throne, only the Wedding garment or white Robes; what 
Opinion or- People ſocver any belong to, advantage not without 
them- | 

Therefore away ' with -your- calling- your- Selves the People of God, 
28'-a- Body of' People. It is nor hereby meant: bur. that God hath 
of your Tribe 'fome ſealed Ones, but not the more for being'only of 
your Fribe, ' Obſerve, there was but 12000 of the Tribe of Fa- 
dzb;-and' as miny of the Tribe of Gad. Therefore let none boaſt 
or'think themſelves the only People of God, and judg all others, but 
as the Apoſtle/faid, eſteem others rather better than your ſelves, 

\ | Mind'what is'afore ſaid by theſe three Servants of God, for they are 
ſach-needfal things in this day,that'they could not be let paſs, for it is 
believed many among you never read them 3 therefore in Love they 
are here imparted to you 3 and who acts or teaches contrary thereto, 
may be faid to bring in another Goſpel, and are gone into the Separa. 
tion and'gainſaying Spirit, having a Form of Godlineſs, but denying 
the Power thereof, from ſuch turn away. For the Kingdom of 
Heaven. is within, and conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Joy,and Peace in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and not in ſpeaking one ſort of Speech or Language, 
and conforming to Orders and Preſcriptions from- without. | 
* -\'Fhe Truth is made known; and- the Light -of Life believed in, 
and there wants not Profeſſors, but Poſleſſors- of the iTruth, 
for - the Life thereof is -wanting :* many conſent tothe Dodtrine” 
of the Light, but few 'bring forth -the- Fruits of it,but are content- 
in the knowledg and outward Form, and think they be-riſen with: 
Chriſt, when they never were dead to Sin3-for not abiding in Judg-/ 
ment; until all that the Wrath or Fire can: take- hold on be ſubducd,' 
enternot at the Door 3 and as Chriſt ſaid, 41] thar-come not in by Me; are' 
Thieves and' Robbers, for it is: not paſſing, by, or Rarting aſide from 
the Fire that will do, but what-can: endure the Fire, or- Tryal, that is: 
the -pure Gold: He that hath not-the Spirit of Chriſt is-none of 
His 3- His Spirit and mind was andiis to-do his Fathers- Will, that. 
was and is his Meat and Drink. Therefore every one try your ſelves, 
and be not deceived; calling your ſclves Children of Light, and yet 
walkin Darknefs-- Come down from your High: places, and:try-your* 
ſelves, - how many of your be come through Chriſt's Death-to his Life, * 
Gbd did appear in and-by many of you; and whillt you-ſtood. in his" 


Coun- 


ws whoſe you ate.” The Saints Seal 
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| | | | ( IF } | | 
Counſel; Iſrael prevailed, and Fericho's Walls fell; but now the In-' 
habitants of Ai*prevail,” and Tjr2el fly 3 there” is fome accurſed thing 
in the Camp hid, ſome Babylonifh Girmept., . Exaſting of Men, and 
ce* ll affecting to role\over others, are Babyloniſht The Lords of the Gen- 
nat } riles exerciſe and wear thery, but Chriilt's Diſciples have no fuch' 
ut Garments, . | 
Come bef re the Lord and fall don every one, as good Foſhux 
1d, | did ; when there appcarcd an Angel with a Swor1, he asked what” 
th I he was? who anſwer*d,us 2 Captain of the Lord's Hoſt am I come ;/ and 
of | although he ſeemed to take Foſhnz's Place, yet was he not 
«- © angry, but fell down. Hath not God faid by ſome of you, He will 
aft I teach his: Peojle himfelf ? and-now [( according as the Scripture and 
ut I you alſo have declar'd ) He is come and known 3 yet you will nor 
(like: good Foſhnz) fall down or give way, but (till hold the People, 
re | orlimit them by your Orders and DireCtions, The Light is the Way; 
is | which mult not be by you ſtopped; nor-the” People driven, but left 
ty © for the Lord to dircdt and lead as He pleaſes. 
0, It is fulhlled on many of you, as is faid by the Prophet, ' He hath 
2- I made your Wombs barren, and ybur Breaſts dry, you neither bring forth, 
og If nor-nouriſh the heavenly Birth, -which is the cauſe many are fo ſick 
of © and weak, and ſo much unrighteouſneſs breaks out amongſt you: - 
1e What! always fooliſtr Children, ſucking the old Nurſe; and love - 
e, IM her better than your own Mother + what! not hear, nor believe any 
_ thing, but what Such and Such own, or allow of, and fuck down - 
n, | all they give! Oh: perverſe Children! will you not taſt nor reliſh any 
h I Meat of your Father's own preparing? you ſhould have been Teachers - 
xe Il (yer fill have need to be taught 3 T mean ſuch Preachers as Noab 
it+ WW was, whoſe Life and Actions preached Righteouſneſs, Chriſt's Spirit 
h- IF ſpeaks now -( as it-did -fixteen hundred Years ago ) to have- our. 
> © Expcations from God and not Man. 
J, Take no Delight-in the greatneſs of your Namber, -as ſome have 
re* I done 3 becauſethe Body grows great, and Number increaſes, therefore 
n' I ky they, Truth ſpreads and profpers3 but it is only in Form, not in © 
is* | Power. - Remember David's Sin in nambring the People 3 let not your + 
tf I Content be in feeing Multitudes at Mectings, + but rather mind their - 
it. | growth in Righteoufnefs, in their Families and Trades, that they may - 
s, I bring Life with them>then will chey beza Refreſhment,8not a Burden + 
one to another. It the Lord fpeak by any,tho an Aſs,fmite him not he 
may fee when the Prophet cannot. - Do not hale and pull out of your - 
Meetings 5 remember you cry*d againſt it once. Hear with Pati- + 
ence, and-an{wer in-Meeknels if thereto call'd,: and impoſe nothing + 
on .. 


_ GATE wo | 
' en any to practiſe or: believe, but cammend to the Witneſs: in the 
Confinee dLendeayaur to bring, People to; Conformity to Chriſt, 


- 


not to your. Selves. , _ | 
_, O what dividing and judging have been about comly Orders, fo cal- 
! becauſt ape cannot for Conſcience-ſake conform to the Or- 

ers and PraQtices of other Men. Many honeſt and blameleſs Friends 
are.;condemped and. publickly teſtified againſt, becauſe they.cannot 
.conform to fome Orders and Cuſtoms of Men. Be not-{o (ollicitous 
to.encreale yaur Number, as to take in all that will but conform; 
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more minded their own: ſhaxe, than the. Service of the Lord, he 
| wo 
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would not:flay:titt che Fire of the Lord hall conſurned what witto 


be burns." A true Figute of ſottie How, whH will oo «Fmt bf Nays 
ing ungil convinced; Bur now the Lord frath and will appear (through 
nd by Þrhe whom you have deſpiſed and talt out ) to gather a Peo= 
ple to Hitnfelf, 'and ovt to any Mari 6f Form; and altho-you have; + 
boaſted: of the Number of your Children, yet loſs of Children arid: 
Widowehood is coming vt--you; arid'fhe that hath been accounted 
Barren ſhall bring forth. New Ferxſalem is known whete there is no 
nted of your 8xn'nor + MOON, (for the Lamb is the Light thereof) 
bat the Saints Righteouſneſs, which is the white Robes in which 
they are comely one to another, tiot by any outward Orders, but 
oneneſs 'in ' Spijit, alcho differing -in Opinion or Practice in fome- 
things, \* . | =, 5 YEH 
Burr alt you . that have not ſaid a Confederacy with them, nor 
been aftaid of Many but anfwer'd the Requirings of God in- your own - 
Hearts, and maintained Liberty of Spirit again(t all Impolitions of 
Men, .notwithRanding their Reproaches and Scandals by words ard 
Writings,:. as: ye keep faithful to the. Lord, and mind his. Glory, 
and - the Proſperity of. Truth, only, fear. not 3. as you keep therey . 
they cannot hurt you # abide in the Patience of the Lamb, and be zea- 
lus for nothing but Truth,” thitid niore the Vindication of thit, than -: 
of your ſelves. As mnch as may be live in Peace, and avoid Strife 
and Anger 3 let your Works fo ſhine, that your Heavenly Father may - 
have the Glory, and not your felves: for if Self comme in for aty-. 
Part, then we cannot ſay all is the'Lord*s,but ſhall be found guilty, as 
4nanias and Sapphirs were, | $ 
And for thoſe ſo much condemn'd and called ſeparate datk*Spiritry . 
&c. A Caution to them: iss that they-walk- warily, bearing their 
Reproaches patiently; and let his Light be your Guide who leads into 
Felowſhbip- with. Himſelf, fo ſhall they be aſhamed who falſlyacauſe 
your . good Converſation in _ Chriſt 3 into whoſe: Liberty, it you be- 
all'd, beware. you uſe _it not as an Occafion to the Flelh,; but keep its 
the CroG,and in the Selt-denial, watching always, left under Pretencg 
of Liberty in-the- Spirit, you take that Liberty it allows-not. . Reſpect 
tone for Forms, or Names.3- but only reſpe& the.Good +in'all, and - 
Is Variance . with nothing but the. Spirit of Wickedneſs, andits: - 
Spring. . | "IT 13: 3T 26h 
Gachernot Peopleto pour ſclves,but turg them to the Spigit of: Chris 
in their,qwa Hearts,to be governcd thereby.in.all Performances 3 and; * 
like the poor Publican ( if you ſce your ſelves to have need of Mercy.) -- 
t.not aſhamed with him-to-.contals, altho the proud. Phariſee may . 
reproach - 


iis. Dd tt "ue ' = 16 | E708 . _, 

i  Gprogch w therefore 3 [for of the £vo, the Publican: was rathet.judis 

= q "Tha-kiletiogs belong to.the Poor and Hungry. . And: as the 

| L ects) 2690" Apolile. faith, 1 beſeech you Brethren, mark, 

("4 Et nad thew which cauſe Dimſions and Offencer, 

oO nSOE og; onray wie Darin wh yo bv ves 

f L and ſeparate Spirits, becauſe ' ved, and avoid them, * For they that are ſuch, 

N the9) Foofoem not to. G F's ſerve not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, &cand by 
rders and Preſctiptiorg be- their good Wards; and fait Spreches arcezve the 


fore Convincemcnt, 


bearts of the ſimple.” 1 would have you wile , 
| | to that which is good, buc ſimple concern- 
ing evil; and keep your (elves from Idols. | 

, 4n the Love of the Power, and Virtue of Truth, ( but not of the 


empty Form ) I bid you farewel. T. C4 


; The Game Sins that are outwardly o common amongſt che Pro- 
phane, are ſpiritually or myſtically among the Profeſſors, even of the. 
Truth 3 the ſenſe of which hath cauſed deep Sorrow upon fome. , 


-\ Wherefore doeft thou look, upon the Tranſgreſſore, ang holdeſt thy Tongue, 
when the wicked devoureth the Man more righteous than be ? | 
"Thus Jpeaketh the Lord of | Hoſts, ſaying, Execute trne Judgment, and 
ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion. every Man to bis Brother. And oppreſs not the 
IWidow., nor the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, nor tha Poor, and let none of 

' you imagine Evil againſt bis Brother in your Heart, 

: Io to bim that ſaith, T am, and there is none beſides me ; behold, he 
that lifteth up himſelf, his Mind is not upright 'in-bim: but the Fuſt ſhall 

_ diveby Faith. | 
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POSTCRIPT. 


This isnot Publiſhed to ercreaſe Differences arrong Brethren, but 
for encouragement to:them, who like good Simion, have waited for 
the Conſolation bf FF4d, and canwith him be content when that ap- 
pears,” todeparttin Peace, te Oe EW; 

- But ſome mayfay touching me, Thaw art one of the Troublers of Iſrael, 
to:which'l Anfwer,' No : But it is You and your Father's Houſe, who 
- Iavingdepatted from the Primitive Teſtimony (which was to turn all 
to the Power of God, by jt to be guided) now uxge Conformity to 
outward Otders&@ which hath occafion'd great Divifioas '& Burdens 
ro'the hindrance of the growth'and Proſperity of Righteouſneſs. 
The | B-IN-DD.:: ii b: 
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